
Over the one millionth... 
Inventions that changed millions 
 
 
 
The main characteristics of the so called „power” or „speaking” K9 dog harnesses first introduced in 1997: 
 

The Velcro adjustable wide chest strap – in addition to its 
secure holding power and excellent pressure distribution 
properties – is designed for maximum comfort for the dog: the 
fastening buckle of the belly strap does not interfere with the 
front legs during work. Unlike on shoes or leg weights used in 
sports, operating in a similar manner, – and in a way that may 
seem illogical at first – the Velcro fastener closes on the inside, 
towards the body. This brilliant innovation allowed the 
adjustability of the chest strap in such a way that it would not 
open during use even under a load of several hundred 
kilograms. 
 
It also made possible to familiarize the users with other 
accessories on the Velcro fastener of the chest strap, pressure 
distribution chest pads („Y” belt 2001, IDC chest pad 2010, „I” 
belt 2012), equipment preventing the dog from breaking out of 
the harness. These products served the interests of traffic 
safety and sports for both the owner and the dog. 
 
However, this was still not enough. The harnesses were 

equipped with a handle making it easier to hold, lift the dog. The Velcro closable handle provides excellent 
control of lateral movement – for example while on public transport, or during other tasks requiring 
disciplined work. On a dog running free, without a leash, the handle can be a source of accident. Not only the 
dog can get caught while running, but the handle and the leash ring located under it can pose a danger to the 
fingers – especially for children. Julius-K9 was the first in the world to provide a solution to this problem: 
between 1998 and 2000 with a Velcro solution, then in 2010, when the IDC (Innova Dog Comfort) dog 
harness model was developed, with a rubber band. There were similar innovations with respect to the 
pulling harness with side rings, where both side rings were provided with a strap cover, thus excluding the 
possibility of getting caught, and allowing safe everyday use. 
 
In the case of both service and family dogs there was a demand for a bag attached to the body of the dog 
without restricting movement, and removed as necessary by means of Velcro fastener. The first such side bag 
was presented to the European public in 2003. Then between 2010 and 2012 several further developed 
versions were produced under the IDC brand name. The Velcro side bags are not only of ideal size for 
therapeutic work, but are also important accessories for communication. They offer a safe place for 
telephones, GPS trackers as well. 
 
In the field of communication between dog and man Julius-K9 also created something original in the years 
around the turn of the millennium. The first „speaking” dog harness in the world was created, with Velcro 



strips fixed on both sides of the dog harness and replaceable labels attached to them. The key to success 
was the replaceable label. From then on only the texts used on the labels sewn on permanently had to be 

changed from „Police”, „Security” to something more cheerful. 

 
The idea created a fashion that is still sweeping the world. Dogs carry a message indirectly, make people 

smile, make themselves noticed (!!!!). It was not foreseeable that this tiny little creative piece of clothing 

would matter so much in the social acceptance of dogs. Because what we notice matters! From then on 

everyone took a good look at the reflective labels, and thus the dogs themselves. This is a great achievement, 

because at the turn of the millennium in many European countries dogs as living creatures were still regarded 

as objects, without rights. By now within the EU they have become a major issue in animal welfare. The 

positive effect of the „speaking” K9 „Powerharness”, then the new IDC harness (2010) and the harness labels 

sold in millions of pieces in bringing about the changes is indisputable. 

 

Encouraged by the success, Julius-K9 began further developments in the field of traffic safety as well, urged 

also by the flood of counterfeit products from China starting in 2006. The harness labels became reflective, 

perfectly matching the dog harness already equipped with several reflective 

parts. Furthermore, from 2003 already, the harnesses were equipped with torch 

holders. 

 

The revolutionary development experienced in the field of high visibility, traffic safety 

for dogs was brought about by the IDC developments in 2010. In addition to improving 

the torch holders, phosphorescent materials were also applied. 

 

Due to the so called „All Time Light” system the harness is also an excellent high visibility vest that, in 

addition to the usual reflective effect (chest strap and edging), glows even in total darkness (phosphorescent 

„Julius-K9” logo). 

 

The inside of the harness was also developed by Julius-K9, the roots of the design go back to 1997. Under 

the water- and scratchproof outer layer there is a breathable pressure distribution foam layer and special 

fabric reinforcement. The lining in direct contact with the back of the dog is, however, Oeko-Tex® cotton 

fabric that is non-allergenic, quick drying and easy to clean. The finished product is certainly the only dog 

harness in the world designed for outdoor use that is subjected to an official tensile test. In this test the aim 

is to open the fastening buckle of the belly strap or to tear the seams with a load equivalent to several times 



the weight of the dog. 

 

By now the efforts of Julius-K9 to produce high-quality products have achieved well-deserved success. The 

sales of the new model, the IDC dog harness launched in 2010 have exceeded 600 thousand pieces in 

2013! The company sold the one millionth IDC dog harness at the beginning of 2015. 
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