
      
             

 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      

            
         40-YEAR HERITAGE AND COMMITMENT TO GOOD PET  

                               NUTRITION DRIVES SOLID GOLD’S SUCCESS 

           Visit us at Super Zoo, Booth #3041 

GREENVILLE, SC (July 21, 2014) – Nutrient rich natural ingredients have the power to deliver 

specific health benefits, not only for people but for pets too. That’s what Solid Gold’s founder  

and pet lover, Sissy McGill believed when she set out on a journey for healthier options to feed  

her pets. That was over 40 years ago and today, McGill’s core formula is the foundation for all  

of  of Solid Gold’s extensive line of pet food formulas. 

 

“As America’s first holistic pet food, we are the industry pioneers with a long established history  

of creating all-natural nutrient rich pet food,” said Michelle Higdon, principal and CEO of Solid  

Gold Pet. ”After 40 years of testing and experience, we’ve formulated a blend of ingredients that  

we believe provides dogs and cats of all breeds and life stages, the kind of nutrients needed to  

live their best life.”  

 

As health-conscious consumers with pets become more knowledgeable about good nutrition,  

Solid Gold’s message continues to gain traction. Recently, the company was  

recognized with the 2014 Natural Choice Award for Best Natural Pet Food by WholeFoods  

Magazine. 

 

Core Formula of Good Pet Nutrition  

Made from the highest quality of natural ingredients, Solid Gold’s core formula includes a 

proprietary blend of natural ingredients, including: 

 
 Egg – Nature’s perfect protein with essential amino acids critical for a pet’s muscle  

growth and metabolism. 

 Vitamins C and E - Nature’s antioxidants to help support a pet’s immune system and  

long-term health.  

 Ocean White Fish - A balanced protein coupled with DHA to promote cognitive behavior, 

immune function and muscle growth. 

 Omega Fatty Acid Blend – An optimum balance of Omega 6 and 3 fatty acids to promote  

skin, coat and overall health.   

 Protected Probiotics and Natural Prebiotic Fiber – To support a pet’s digestion. 

 Taurine - For optimum heart health.  

 L-Carnitine - To help burn fat and improve muscle development. 

 

All of Solid Gold’s formulas are free of added corn, wheat, soy, animal fat, sugar, salt and  

artificial preservatives.  

 

A Solid Gold History 

Founded in 1974 in San Diego, California by a devoted pet lover, Sissy McGill, Solid Gold Pet 

claimed its space as America’s first holistic pet food for dogs and cats. McGill followed her curiosity 

and passion for animals to Europe where she observed that dogs were living longer and healthier 

lives than American dogs. She found the answer in the food the dogs were fed which was higher in 

nutrients, protein and lower in carbohydrates. McGill’s mission was the catalyst for setting a new 

standard for pet nutrition – one that Solid Gold continues to push to new levels. Today, Solid Gold’s 

extensive line of natural pet products includes pet food, nutritional supplements, treats, and topical 

products. Earlier this year, Solid Gold relocated its company headquarters from San Diego to 

Greenville, South Carolina. For more information, visit www.solidgoldpet.com.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

SOLID GOLD PET ENHANCES QUALITY PROGRAM  
Industry Veteran Steve Opitz to Oversee Company’s U.S. Operations 

 
GREENVILLE, SC (July 21, 2014) – Solid Gold Pet, America’s first producer of holistic pet food,  

has named Steve Opitz as Director of Quality. In this position, Opitz will oversee all technical 

developments, commercialization, and manufacturing procedures of the company’s third-party 

production facilities and sourcing partners. 

 

Opitz’s career spans over 35 years in the human and pet food sectors where he held significant 

leadership roles in quality assurance with such notable brands as Kraft, Frito Lay, Con Agra, Cargill, 

Ventura. Most recently, Opitz developed and lead the quality program for all co-manufactured 

foods for Nutro brands pet foods, a pet care brand of international company Mars Incorporated.   

 

“Quality and safety are top priorities to our company and to our customers,” said Michelle Higdon, 

principal and CEO for Solid Gold Pet. “Steve’s extensive industry and technical knowledge and 

wealth of experience will be a huge asset to the company.  His leadership will enhance our current 

quality program and ensure that we take it to another level.” 

In addition, Opitz will lead the design and implementation of a quality program to complement 

Solid Gold’s long-term growth strategy.  

 

Opitz holds a B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Wisconsin and a M.B.A in Manufacturing 

Management and Organization from Roosevelt University in Chicago, Illinois.  

 

About Solid Gold Pet, LLC  

Founded in 1974 in San Diego, California by a devoted pet lover, Solid Gold is America’s first 

holistic pet food for dogs and cats. Free of chemical preservatives, Solid Gold’s pet food is created 

from the highest quality of all-natural ingredients and available for pets of all sizes, life stages, and 

diets.  

 

In early 2014, the company was honored with the 2014 Natural Choice Award for Best Natural Pet 

Food by WholeFoods Magazine. Each year, WholeFoods Magazine Natural Choice Awards recognizes 

companies who have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to excellence in the natural foods 

industry. Award recipients, across all market segments in 18 different categories, are selected by 

WholeFoods Magazine readers and industry retailers. Solid Gold was the only winner in the pet care 

category.  

 

Headquartered in Greenville, South Carolina, Solid Gold’s extensive line of natural pet products also 

includes nutritional supplements, treats, and topical products. For more information, visit 

www.solidgoldpet.com. 
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SOLID GOLD PET SPONSORS 

UCI PARA-CYCLING ROAD WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Five-day Olympic sanctioned event in Greenville, South Carolina, Aug. 27 – Sept. 1, 2014  

 
GREENVILLE, SC (July 21, 2014) - Solid Gold Pet, America’s first holistic pet food, will be the 

exclusive Expo Sponsor for the 2014 UCI Para-cycling Road World Championships, a five-day 

Olympic sanctioned event, scheduled for August 27 – September 1, 2014 in Greenville, South 

Carolina.  

 

Sponsored by the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI), the world governing body of professional 

cycling, the World Championships will feature time trial and road race competitions with 

participating para-cycling athletes racing on bikes that are adapted to his or her ability:  traditional 

or adapted bicycle, tandem, tricycle or handcycle.  More than 450 top athletes representing 45 

countries from around the world will participate in the five-day event, including former Formula 

One race car driver and two-time Paralympic gold champion Alex Zanardi. 

“Many of the athletes have had to overcome extraordinary circumstances to compete in this event, 

so this is not an ordinary cycling competition,” said Michelle Higdon, principal and CEO for Solid 

Gold Pet. “It’s a powerful display of the human spirit and we are more than honored to be a 

supporter.” 

 

Designed to educate spectators attending the event, the Expo Center will feature a number of 

companies and organizations connected to cycling, sports, health and wellness. Solid Gold will 

provide samples and educational product information about their extensive line of natural pet food, 

supplements, and treats as well as information about the company’s support for Warrior Canine 

Connection, a national non-profit organization designed to help wounded veterans recover and heal 

through a service dog training program. 
 

“As curators of the highest quality of natural ingredients for pet food, we are firm believers in the 

importance of good pet nutrition,” said Higdon. “Everyone has the ability to unleash their inner gold 

– even pets.” 

 

For more information about Solid Gold Pet, visit www.solidgoldpet.com and for the UCI Para-

cycling Road World Championships, visit www.greenvillesc2014.com. 

 
About Solid Gold Pet, LLC  

Founded in 1974 in San Diego, California by a devoted pet lover, Solid Gold is America’s first 

holistic pet food for dogs and cats. Free of chemical preservatives, Solid Gold’s pet food is created 

from the highest quality of all-natural ingredients and available for pets of all sizes, life stages, and 

diets.  

 

In early 2014, the company was honored with the 2014 Natural Choice Award for Best Natural Pet 

Food by WholeFoods Magazine. Each year, WholeFoods Magazine Natural Choice Awards recognizes 

companies who have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to excellence in the natural foods 

industry. Award recipients, across all market segments in 18 different categories, are selected by 

WholeFoods Magazine readers and industry retailers. Solid Gold was the only winner in the pet care 

category. Headquartered in Greenville, South Carolina, Solid Gold’s extensive line of natural pet 

products also includes nutritional supplements, treats, and topical products. For more information, 

visit www.solidgoldpet.com. 

 

# # # 

 

 

Media Contact:   
Renata Parker  
(864) 346-3303 
renata@renatapr.com 

 

http://www.solidgoldpet.com/
http://www.greenvillesc2014.com/
http://www.solidgoldpet.com/
mailto:renata@renatapr.com


 

 
 

 
 

 
SOLID GOLD TAKES TOP AWARD FOR BEST PET FOOD  

BY WHOLEFOODS MAGAZINE’S 2014 NATURAL CHOICE AWARDS 
 

GREENVILLE, SC (June 21, 2014) –  WholeFoods Magazine presented Greenville-based pet food 

company, Solid Gold Pet with the 2014 Natural Choice Award’s  top honor for its natural pet food 

during its 11th annual awards event in April. 

 

Each year, WholeFoods Magazine Natural Choice Awards recognizes companies who have 

demonstrated an outstanding commitment to excellence in the natural foods industry. Award 

recipients, across all market segments in 18 different categories, are selected by WholeFoods 

Magazine readers and industry retailers. Solid Gold was the only winner in the pet care category.  

 

“This honor underscores our commitment to healthy pet food and the importance of pet nutrition,” 

said Michael Stoeckle, SVP of sales and marketing for Solid Gold. “We strongly believe that a pet’s 

health and well-being begins with proper nutrition. With greater awareness, we hope to continue to 

push the boundaries of excellence in pet nutrition.”  

 

An industry pioneer with a history spanning 40 years, Solid Gold was America’s first producer of 

holistic pet food. Today, the company manufactures a complete line of all-natural pet food products 

and supplements.  

 

In January 2014, Solid Gold relocated its corporate headquarters from San Diego, California to 

Greenville, South Carolina. Later this year, the company plans to roll out a new branding 

campaign, product line as well as hire additional management, sales staff and support staff.  

 

About Solid Gold Pet, LLC 

Founded in 1974 in San Diego, California by a devoted pet lover, Solid Gold is America’s first 

holistic pet food for dogs and cats. Free of chemical preservatives, Solid Gold’s pet food is created 

from the highest quality of all-natural ingredients and available for pets of all sizes, life stages, and 

diets. Headquartered in Greenville, South Carolina, the company’s extensive line of natural pet 

products also includes nutritional supplements, treats, and topical products. For more information, 

visit www.solidgoldpet.com. 
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